‘»’ ﬁ very 1nterest1ng book that vias-once part of the ]1brary of Bertrand
and A]ys Russe]l has surfacedi1nhthe wa1t Nhltman col]ect1on of: Mr,

s an: ed1t1on of

jp1cture of neoc]ass1c f1gures and with & ALYS RPSSELL beneath it

0f i
spec1a1 “interest’; the book is a presentat1on copy to” Alys from Nhltman,
1t bears the 1nscr1pt10n :

“A]ys W Smlth from the author w1th 1ove.",
For the Russe]l scho]ar the book has two- addltional 1ntr1gu1ng aspects.

Both of. these aspects invite specu]atlon *The first 1s another

1nscr1pt1on, th1s one in. penc11 1n the center of the fly]eaf

For Bertie from Alys~f*a\1

’:place,,n December ‘3}

‘1s more puzzllng The third vo1ume of Russel]‘s Autobtography~suggests

Ty am |ndebted to Mr. Fennberg for thifopportunlty to ‘examine thls
volume . in hIS Ilbrary, as well as for helpful dlscussxon The book i
e ot E




'iRussell,pa1d‘severa1 v151ts to Alys 1n that year, and’ that she returned
techim some ear1y 1etters and artlc]es and sent him- books of mutua]

_j;1nterest Z, C]ark s b1ography of Russell: records that 1n that year Alys.
"arranged Russe]l s 78th blrthday party 3 It seems llkely that she in-

e the c1a1m to ~ompan1onsh1p of maturlty ach1eved al o
'y'separate]y T :
i Nhlle "Arch Prlg“ may” seem a-harsh term we reca]] that 1t had a
It,was Alys S5 brother ;Logan .

: spec1aI*mean1ng to A]ys and Russe]l
iPearsal] | d 1le
“ofoPp gs

that “The Arch‘Pr1g or; the assoc1ate Prlg s e
or: permanent release from any of these ru]es, he‘deem 1t expedlent "
Of th1s statement Russe]] wrltes "I don t know who the Arch Prlg was,

Tfor the human body’o
~homosexua1 emot1on, and f1na1]y, the overa11 tone of pass1onate ce]ebra—

" some 1ater.p

the warm 1nscr1ptlon”fro Alys ‘before 1891,Af0r ln that year’we have

iy S1ng the Body E]ec ric" the,reourrent h1nt of

R L L ent1rely p0551b1e, f tou ey fcut the pages from
the book before ;she‘and: Bertrand were marrled Certa1n1y weJ] before o
then, she had: become d]sp]eased ‘with- Wh1tman once a we]come,v151tor for
all the Mmembers -of the Smith household We must j,dge that ,he poet wrote

On Saturday I went again to' the Smith's at Haslemere "‘Mrs Clostelloe,
Alys's sister]. was “(and is)’ away on ‘the continent - (Mr Clostelloe],
too). I had- plenty ‘of talk with Mr, Mrs, and Alys & Logan: S[mith].
Logan- desired fne to send his. 1ove to ‘you ke is very friendly to:you,
Mr S[mith] only moderately so-and Mcs & A[lys] S[mith]. not at all
ag’ far as: i can find out Mrs; C[ostelloe] . I'believe is in: her ‘heart

ftell “you-all when mre meet.

' Iater years, s remlnding Bertle 1n thls inscr1pt1on of thelr early tles
and of the1r mutua] developnent beyond 1mmature att1tudes
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