A.J. Ayer on Russell:
a secondary bibliography

by Kenneth Blackwell

POSSIBLY PARTLY BECAUSE of the praise Russell bestowed on
him, Ayer was widely regarded by the British media as the academic
authority on Russell. Indeed, his viewpoint and style were unique.
While others were prepared to undertake archival research, Ayer
relied on his close contact with Russell himself and his primary
works. However, as his moderation of the panel discussion pub-
lished in 1988 shows, he was quite willing to entertain others’ views
in Russell studies and change his mind if he saw fit.

This bibliography does not claim to be complete. There are
probably more reviews of Russell’s books, and almost certainly
more letters to the editor on controversies concerning Russell. One
source for the items below was the bibliography in Perception and
Identity: Essays Presented to A.J. Ayer with His Replies to Them
(London: Macmillan, 1979). However, it lists a review of the first
volume of Russell’s Autobiography in Encounter, but no review of
it appeared there. A volume in The Library of Living Philosophers
was planned for Ayer and may reveal more items.

Ayer was an original member of the Advisory Editorial Board of
The Collected Papers of Bertrand Russell.
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