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RUSSELL’S PRINCIPLES OF MATHEMATICS1 
 

G. E. Moore 
 
[Bertrand Russell. The Principles of Mathematics. Vol. . Cambridge: Cam-
bridge U. P., . Pp. (), xxix, .] 
 

f the philosophical books published in the United Kingdom in  the 
most important is Mr. Russell’s Principles of Mathematics.2 In this book, 

Mr. Russell tells us, he has two main objects. His first object is to establish the 
two very important propositions () “that all pure mathematics deals exclu-
sively with concepts definable in terms of a very small number of fundamental 
logical concepts” and () “that all its propositions are deducible from a very 
small number of fundamental logical principles.” The examination of the 
principal branches of pure mathematics, which is necessary to establish these 
two propositions, occupies the last six Parts of the book, which are entitled 
respectively “Number”, “Quantity”, “Order”, “Infinity and Continuity”, 
“Space”, and “Matter and Motion”. In these parts there is much which can-
not be easily understood without a special knowledge of Mathematics, and 
much which has little bearing on philosophy, except so far as it helps to estab-
lish Mr. Russell’s two main propositions; but there is much also which is of 
considerable importance for philosophy, quite apart from its bearing on these 
two propositions: in particular, Mr. Russell examines very carefully the con-
ceptions of Infinity and Continuity, and attempts to shew that they involve no 
antinomies. Part i, on the other hand, is devoted to Mr. Russell’s second ob-
ject—“the explanation of the fundamental concepts which mathematics ac-
cepts as indefinable”, and is almost entirely philosophical in its nature. I shall 
endeavour to give some account () of the meaning and consequences of Mr. 
Russell’s two propositions concerning the relation of Logic and Mathematics 
() of some of the more important points dealt with in Part i and () of the 
theory of Infinity and Continuity. Mr. Russell is eminently qualified for his 
task by a thorough knowledge of Mathematics and by great philosophical ac-
umen; and it is certain that no philosopher ought in future to handle any of 
the subjects discussed in this book, without taking account of the arguments 
advanced in it. 
 
1  The Principles of Mathematics. 
2  [Typeset from a photocopy of the manuscript provided to the Russell Archives by 

Dorothy Moore in  (ra Rec. Acq. ). The original ms. is in the Moore papers 
in Cambridge U. Library. The review is © the Estate of G. E. Moore and is published 
with the Estate’s permission. Moore revised the ms. a great deal, the foliation being 
an indication:  , a, –(), –(), (), (), –(), (), 
(), (), a, , (?), –. Proofread by A. Duncan and K. Blackwell.] 
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 Mr. Russell maintains, we have seen, the two very important propositions 
() “that all pure mathematics deals exclusively with concepts definable in 
terms of a very small number of fundamental logical concepts” and () “that 
all its propositions are deducible from a very small number of fundamental 
logical principles.” And in order to bring out the philosophical importance of 
his book, it will be well to explain as clearly as possible precisely what he means 
by them. There are several points, which require notice, in order that we may 
form a just estimate of what he is maintaining. 
 In the first place, Mr. Russell makes then two assertions with regard to all 
the propositions of pure mathematics. What propositions does he mean to in-
clude in this description? It is important to recognize that there are certain 
kinds of propositions to which his assertions do not, and are not meant to, 
apply. It might, for instance, be thought that the familiar proposition of Euclid 
that “The three angles of every triangle are equal to two right angles” was a 
proposition of pure mathematics. It is not, however, one of the propositions of 
which Mr. Russell is speaking. It cannot be deduced from any logical princi-
ples. It follows only if we assume certain of Euclid’s axioms, which cannot 
themselves be deduced from the principles of Logic. All that can be deduced 
from logical principles is that if these axioms of Euclid are true, then the three 
angles of every triangle are equal to two right angles; this hypothetical propo-
sition is one of the propositions to which Mr. Russell’s assertions are meant 
to apply. But then it can likewise be deduced from logical principles that if 
certain axioms, other than Euclid’s, are true, then it is not the case that the 
three angles of every triangle are equal to two right angles. Is there, we may 
ask, any means of distinguishing these propositions, which Mr. Russell does 
include among mathematical propositions, from Euclid’s proposition, which 
he does not so include, except simply by saying that the former can, and the 
latter cannot, be deduced from logical principles? To this question Mr. Russell 
does not enable us to give a definite answer. He does, no doubt, intend to 
include among mathematical propositions, only propositions which are true; 
and he would, no doubt, himself say that Euclid’s proposition, understood as 
an absolutely universal hypothetical, is certainly false. But his only evidence 
for its falsity would seem to consist in the fact that it cannot be deduced from 
logical principles: and this evidence, by itself, is certainly insufficient. There 
may, perhaps, be other evidence which would entitle us to distinguish this and 
similar propositions as “non-mathematical” on the ground of their falsity; but 
Mr. Russell certainly does not give it. Until such evidence is forthcoming, we 
must therefore be content to say that the mathematical propositions of which 
Mr. Russell means to assert that they can be deduced from logical principles 
can only be defined as these—which can be deduced from logical principles. 
But it must not be thought that this fact destroys the importance of his asser-
tions. It is a very important truth, if any propositions at all, such as are 
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commonly recognised as mathematical, can be deduced from logical princi-
ples, without the need of further assumptions, and can be defined in terms of 
logical concepts. The proposition, for instance, that, if Euclid’s axioms be 
granted, it will follow that “The three angles of every triangle are equal to two 
right angles” is a proposition to which, as we have seen, Mr. Russell’s asser-
tions are meant to apply; and that this proposition can be wholly deduced from 
logical principles and defined in logical terms, is a fact of the greatest im-
portance. 
 In the second place, it should be noticed that the propositions, which Mr. 
Russell asserts to be deducible from logical principles, are, without exception, 
universal hypotheticals. They are all of them propositions of the form: If any-
thing whatever were to have a certain property, then that thing would also have 
a certain other property. And it might again be doubted whether all the prop-
ositions of pure mathematics are propositions of this form. It might, for in-
stance, be thought that the proposition 2 × 2 = 4 asserts categorically some 
direct relation between the conception 2 × 2 and the conception 4, and is not 
merely identical with the hypothetical: If any terms whatever form two collec-
tions, of two terms each, then those terms form a collection of four terms. 
That this may possibly be the case, I do not think Mr. Russell would deny; and 
if so then we should have to admit that the proposition 2 × 2 = 4, so under-
stood, is one to which his assertions do not apply, since it is not a universal 
hypothetical. But it will, I think, appear doubtful, on further reflection, 
whether by “2 × 2 = 4” we do mean to assert any other relation between the 
conception “2 × 2” and the conception “4” except that which consists in the 
fact that wherever the one conception applies the other applies too; and, in 
any case, it is only this fact which is of any practical importance. For if from 
the fact that 2 × 2 = 4 we are to be justified in inferring that a particular pair 
of pairs forms a collection of four terms, then “2 × 2 = 4” must tell us that 
any pair of pairs whatever forms such a collection. In asserting, therefore, that 
universal hypotheticals of this kind can be deduced from logical principles, 
Mr. Russell is making this assertion with regard to the only kind of pure math-
ematical propositions, which are of any importance. And, understanding that 
by “propositions of pure mathematics” Mr. Russell means such universal hy-
potheticals, it is easy to understand the distinction which he draws between 
“pure” and “applied” mathematics. Mathematics are applied whenever it is 
assumed that some particular kind of entitles actually have some one of those 
properties, with regard to which pure mathematics proves that anything which 
has them also has certain other properties. Pure mathematics cannot prove 
the assumption that the kind of entities in question actually have the proper-
ties ascribed to them; but from what pure mathematics does prove, it follows 
that if they have these properties they also have certain others. It is in this 
sense that Mr. Russell maintains the interesting proposition that the 
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conception of “quantity” does not occur in pure mathematics at all. He shews 
that when we call things “quantities” we commonly mean to ascribe to them 
certain properties, which are quite different from any with which pure math-
ematics deals; and that all mathematical conclusions with regard to quantities 
in general, or particular kinds of quantities, depend upon the assumption that, 
in addition to the properties distinctive of quantities, the quantities in question 
possess also certain mathematical properties—certain kinds of order, which 
belong also to numbers. The assumption that things, which possess the prop-
erties distinctive of quantities, possess also these mathematical properties is 
one which pure mathematics cannot prove; nor do any of its propositions de-
pend in any way upon the fact that there are such things as quantities: but, if 
we assume that there are such things as quantities and that they have certain 
mathematical properties, then from this assumption together with what pure 
mathematics does prove, it follows that they also have certain other properties. 
Similarly with the space and matter and motion which we actually perceive or 
believe to exist. That they possess any of the properties, which are dealt with 
by the pure mathematical sciences of Geometry or Rational Dynamics, it is 
equally impossible for these sciences to prove and unnecessary for them to 
assume. Geometry and Rational Dynamics merely prove that if anything 
whatever has certain properties that thing will also have certain others: that 
actual space, or actual matter and motion have these properties, they do not 
assume and cannot prove: but, on the other hand, it follows from what they 
do prove, that if actual space, or actual matter and motion, have certain prop-
erties they also have certain others. It is not, therefore, the case, that any prop-
osition of Pure Mathematics depends for its proof or its truth upon any theory 
whatever with regard to the nature of quantity, or of the space or matter or 
motion which we actually perceive: all the propositions of Pure Mathematics 
would be equally true and equally demonstrable, even if there were no such 
things, and are, therefore, true and demonstrable, whatever properties these 
things may have. But, on the other hand, it is equally important to observe 
that the fact that the results of mathematics can be applied to actual space 
and matter and motion, proves conclusively that, in addition to their non-
mathematical properties, these entities do also possess the mathematical prop-
erties with which Pure Geometry and Rational Dynamics deal. Whatever may 
be their nature in other respects, the space, matter and motion which we ac-
tually perceive or believe to exist, certainly have some of these very compli-
cated properties, which can be defined in purely logical terms. 
 In the third place, it should be observed, that, since the propositions of 
which Mr. Russell is speaking are universal hypotheticals, it is true, in a sense, 
that pure mathematics deals with absolutely every conceivable entity—with 
the whole Universe of being and everything in it. It asserts of absolutely ev-
erything that if it has, or were to have, certain properties, it also has, or would 
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have, certain others. When, therefore, Mr. Russell tells us that pure mathe-
matics “deals exclusively” with concepts definable in logical terms, we must 
understand him to refer only to those properties, of which pure mathematics 
asserts the universal connection. In another and perfectly good sense it is true 
that pure mathematics “deals with” all concepts, without exception; since all 
concepts are included in the Universe of entities, with regard to which pure 
mathematics asserts that every thing in it, if it have certain properties, must 
also have certain others. 
 There still remains, however, a difficulty of some importance with regard 
to the exact nature of the concepts, which pure mathematics does assert to be 
universally connected. Mr. Russell asserts, we have seen, both that all the prop-
ositions of pure mathematics can be deduced from logical principles and that 
all the concepts, which these propositions assert to be universally connected, 
can be defined in logical terms. But whether the concepts which occur in the 
propositions which he deduces are the only ones, of which pure mathematics 
asserts the universal connection, it is, as Mr. Russell himself admits, possible 
to doubt. I may illustrate my meaning by taking as an instance the particular 
cardinal numbers. Mr. Russell admits that one of the concepts with which 
pure mathematics does deal is the number “one”: “1 + 1 = 2” is, for instance, 
a proposition of pure mathematics. But his definition in logical terms of the 
number “one” is by no means simple: it is as follows: The number “one” is 
the class whose members are all those classes, of which each is such that it has 
a member x, such that the proposition “y is a member of the class in question 
and y differs from x” is always false, whatever y may be. This is the definition 
in logical terms of the number “one”. And whether, whenever we say that we 
have but one penny in our pocket, this definition is a correct analysis of the 
property which we mean to attribute to our penny, it is, Mr. Russell admits, 
permissible to doubt. It is not plain that what we think to be true of the penny, 
when we think it is but one, is no less than that it is a member of the class of 
classes of which each is such that it has a member x, such that the proposition 
“y is a member of the class in question and y differs from x” is always false, 
whatever y may be: it is not plain that this is a correct analysis of what we 
think. That it is equivalent to what we think, in the sense that anything whatever 
which has the property which we mean by “one” is also a member of this class 
of classes, and that anything whatever which is a member of this class of classes 
also has the property which we mean by “one”, there is, indeed, no doubt 
whatever. But Mr. Russell admits the possibility that it is only equivalent—
that, possibly, all the members of this class of classes have in common some 
other property, beside the fact that they belong to this class—some other prop-
erty, which belongs to all of them and only to them, and which may be what 
we generally mean when we speak of the number “one”. Mr. Russell, indeed, 
boldly asserts his doubt whether there is any such other property; and there is 
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much to be said for his view. But what I wish now to point out is the conse-
quences which follow from the mere possibility that there is such another con-
cept, meant by “one”. This other concept would, as I have said, be strictly 
equivalent to the concept which forms Mr. Russell’s definition; and, being 
equivalent, it might, perhaps, in one sense of the word “definition” (that which 
Mr. Russell seems sometimes to mean by the “mathematical” sense), be itself 
correctly described as “definable in logical terms”. But it is, I think, important 
to observe that, though propositions, which dealt with it, might thus still be 
propositions “which dealt exclusively with concepts definable in logical 
terms”, no such proposition would be also “deducible from logical princi-
ples”. When Mr. Russell asserts that 1 + 1 = 2 can be deduced from logical 
principles, his assertion only applies to the proposition in which the concept 
dealt with is “the class of classes, of which each etc. etc.”: it is only this prop-
osition which he shews to be deducible from logical principles. If it be true 
that there is also another concept denoted by the word “one”, then the prop-
osition that 1 + 1 = 2 , understood as asserting a universal connection be-
tween this other concept and some others, cannot be deduced from logical 
principles alone. In order to prove it, we should require the additional assump-
tion that this concept is equivalent to the one which occurs in the proposition 
which can be deduced from logical principles. In short, if we are to define 
“pure mathematics” as consisting only of those propositions which can be de-
duced from logical principles, this concept would be as completely irrelevant 
to pure mathematics as is the conception of “quantity”: it would be wholly 
impossible for mathematics to prove anything with regard to it, and wholly 
unnecessary for it to assume anything with regard to it. Its relation to pure 
mathematics would differ from that of “quantity” only in respect of the fact 
that, whereas in the case of “quantity” the additional assumption required was 
only that whatever was a quantity also had the properties with which mathe-
matics does deal, in this case the additional assumption required would be not 
only that everything to which this concept applied also had the properties 
dealt with by mathematics, but also that everything which had those proper-
ties was a thing to which this concept applied. Unless, therefore, it can be 
shewn that the concepts dealt with in those propositions, which can be de-
duced from logical principles, are the very ones which occur in the proposition 
1 + 1 = 2, as ordinarily understood, then it must be admitted either that the 
proposition 1 + 1 = 2, as ordinarily understood, is not a proposition of pure 
mathematics or that Mr. Russell’s two assertions do not both apply to all the 
propositions of pure mathematics. If 1 + 1 = 2, as ordinarily understood, and 
similar propositions, are propositions of pure mathematics, and if the concepts 
dealt with in them are (as Mr. Russell admits to be possible) not those, of which 
he can deduce from logical principles the universal connection, then for the 
proof of pure mathematics we require not only a few logical principles, but 
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also an infinite number of wholly independent premisses, asserting equiva-
lence between the concepts dealt with in those propositions which can be de-
duced, and the concepts dealt with in those which cannot be deduced, from 
logical principles. 
 Something, finally, should be said to explain what those “fundamental log-
ical concepts” are, in terms of which, as Mr. Russell holds, all the concepts 
dealt with by pure mathematics can be defined. By “Logic”, in this connec-
tion, Mr. Russell means all those propositions, and only those propositions, 
which form part of the deductive science commonly called Formal or Sym-
bolic Logic; including, that’s to say, not only the theory of the Syllogism, but 
any additional branches of the subject which have been discovered by modern 
symbolic logicians. All the propositions of this science he holds to be, like 
those of mathematics, universal hypotheticals: they all assert that if anything 
whatever has a certain property it also has a certain other property. These 
properties, of which Logic asserts the universal connection, and (if the prop-
erties themselves are complex) any simple concepts which are involved in their 
analysis, are what Mr. Russell means by “logical concepts”; and it is among 
these, therefore, that are to be found those fundamental concepts in terms of 
which mathematical concepts can be defined. So far all is clear. But which 
among all these logical concepts are “fundamental”? And, among those that 
are fundamental, are all, or only some, involved in the definition of mathemat-
ical concepts; and, if only some, which? On these points Mr. Russell does not 
give us very precise information. He does apparently intend to confine the 
term “fundamental” to simple logical concepts; and among these he undoubt-
edly does regard as fundamental all those which are equivalent to no other 
logical concepts, except complexes in the analysis of which they are themselves 
involved. But there appear to be also some simple logical concepts, which are 
equivalent to complexes, in the analysis of which only other simple logical con-
cepts are involved; which have, that is to say, to these complexes the relation 
which, as we saw, the cardinal numbers would have to the complexes, which 
Mr. Russell treats as cardinal numbers, in case these complexes are not really 
identical with what is commonly meant by “one”, “two”, “three” etc. In the 
case of the cardinal numbers, it was said, it does appear possible that the or-
dinary meaning is identical with Mr. Russell’s complex concepts; but, in the 
case of Logic, it appears to be certain that there are some simple concepts, 
which are merely equivalent to complexes, in the analysis of which they are not 
themselves involved. The concept of negation—that which we express by the 
word “not”—is an example of such simple concepts. That negation can be 
mathematically defined in other terms, Mr. Russell shews; but there seems no 
doubt that the complex concept, by which he “defines” it, is different from, 
though equivalent to, what we usually mean by “not”. There is, then, at least 
one simple logical concept, which is equivalent to a complex logical concept, 
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in the analysis of which it is not itself involved. Are there any others; and, if 
so, what are they? Are all, or none, or only some of them “fundamental”; and, 
if only some, which? Are all, or none, or only some of them involved in the 
definition of mathematical concepts; and, if only some, which? To these ques-
tions Mr. Russell gives no answer. We can, therefore, only be sure that he has 
enumerated some of the “fundamental logical concepts”, which are involved 
in the definition of mathematical concepts. That he has enumerated all which 
are “fundamental”, and all which occur in the definition of mathematical con-
cepts, we cannot tell. The nature of those which he does enumerate may be 
briefly indicated as follows:—() A relation, which he calls “implication”, and 
which is the relation which holds between two propositions, when, if the one 
is true, it follows that the other is true too; () the relation which we assert to 
hold between any given entity and a class of entities when we say that the 
entity in question “is a member of” the class; () the concept which we mean 
by the word “class”, when we say that any collection of entities forms “a class”; 
() all the simple concepts (and they are by no means easy to discover) which 
are involved in the analysis of what we mean when we say of a given class that 
it has among its members “anything whatever, which possesses a certain prop-
erty”; the word “property” being used in the widest possible sense, including, 
for instance, the sense in which we may say that one of the “properties” of 
every conceivable thing is that “if a foot-rule is longer than the thing in ques-
tion, the thing in question is shorter than a foot-rule”; () the concept which 
we mean by the word “relation”, in the widest possible sense in which we can 
say that one entity is “related to” another. 
 To sum up, then: We may say that what Mr. Russell succeeds in proving is 
that there can be deduced from propositions, which would be admitted to be 
propositions of merely Formal Logic, in the strictest sense, propositions which 
are at least equivalent to, and possibly identical with, the most important 
propositions, which would be admitted to belong to Pure Mathematics; and 
that the distinctive concepts, which occur in the propositions so deduced, ac-
tually involve in their analysis no concepts but what are involved in the analysis 
of the most purely formal logical propositions. What is new and important, for 
philosophy, in this result is that propositions, which are at least equivalent to 
the propositions of such apparently distinct studies as Arithmetic, Geometry 
and Rational Dynamics, require for their proof no new ideas and no new 
premisses beyond those which are used by the strictest formal logician; and 
that the distinctive concepts dealt with by these sciences—such apparently 
distinct concepts as “number”, “space”, “matter” and “motion”—are all at 
least equivalent to concepts in the analysis of which none but the simplest 
logical concepts are involved. It follows, if we understand by “pure mathemat-
ics” those propositions which can be deduced from logical premisses, that 
pure mathematics differs from Formal Logic in two respects alone: the 
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concepts with which it deals are more complex; and all indemonstrable prem-
isses would be said to belong to Logic. All the propositions of Logic, except 
its indemonstrable premisses, differ from those of Pure Mathematics in no 
respect except that they are simpler; and what precise degree of complexity 
would entitle a proposition to be called “mathematical” rather than “logical”, 
usage would hardly allow us to determine. Moreover, even from the premisses 
of Logic, mathematical propositions differ in no other respect, except that, 
whereas the former can be deduced from nothing, the latter can be deduced 
from the former: the whole of the propositions both of Logic and Mathematics 
consist of true universal hypotheticals, in which the properties asserted to be 
universally connected either are, or involve in their analysis, none but a few 
simple logical concepts, which can be enumerated: every proposition both of 
Logic and of Mathematics is of this nature, and every true proposition, which 
is of this nature, belongs either to Logic or to Mathematics. Mr. Russell has 
accordingly shewn us how to obtain a strict and perfect definition not only of 
pure mathematics but also of Formal Logic; and it follows, from what he has 
shown, that Logic ought not to be defined either as a “mental” or as a “nor-
mative” science. Even if it be true that the propositions of Logic are in any 
sense laws in accordance with which we do, or must, or ought to think (and it 
is highly doubtful whether this is true), it is quite certain that they can be 
completely defined without mentioning this fact. The propositions of Logic 
are absolutely universal laws—laws which apply, not only to “mind” or 
“thought”, but also, and equally, to matter and to whatever there may be 
which is neither mind nor matter; and among the properties, of which they 
assert the universal connection, the conceptions of “thought” and of “ought” 
certainly do not occur. Logic itself, therefore, does not tell us either that we 
do, or must, or ought to think anything whatever; the kind of truths, which it 
does tell us, can be completely specified without any reference to “thought”; 
and hence to describe it as enunciating “Laws of Thought” must certainly be 
misleading, even if, in any sense, the description is true. 
 But there still remains one point which must be explained, if we are to un-
derstand fully Mr. Russell’s two main propositions with regard to the relation 
of Logic and Mathematics. It must be explained what he means by saying that 
mathematical propositions “can be deduced from” the premisses of Logic. And 
to explain this involves an explanation of the nature of the first of Mr. Russell’s 
“fundamental logical concepts”—the concept which he calls “implication”. 
For, when we say that one proposition “q” “can be deduced from” another 
“p”, we do at least mean to assert that if p is true, it follows that q is true too; 
and we have seen that Mr. Russell gives the name of “implication” to the re-
lation which holds between any two propositions, when, if the first is true, the 
second is true too: to say “p implies q” is strictly equivalent to saying “If p is 
true, q is true”. The conception of “deduction” does then involve that of  
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“implication”; and Mr. Russell gives us to understand that it involves only one 
other condition—namely that the proposition from which the deduction is 
made should be true. Any proposition q may, we are told, be correctly said to 
be “deducible” from a proposition p, provided only that p is true and implies q. 
What, then, is meant by “implication”? 
 Mr. Russell appears to consider that it is a simple concept; one, therefore, 
whose nature cannot be explained by mentioning any concepts which are in-
volved in its analysis. We can only explain which simple concept is meant, by 
pointing out other concepts to which it is equivalent. Such, for instance, is the 
form of explanation used when we say that “p implies q” is equivalent to “If p 
is true, q is true”. This particular explanation, it is true, is one, in the analysis 
of which there is involved the very concept which it is used to explain: the 
proposition “If p is true, q is true” is not merely equivalent to, but identical 
with the proposition “ ‘p is true’ implies ‘q is true’. ” And it might quite well be 
the case that “implication” was thus only equivalent to complexes, in the anal-
ysis of which it is itself involved: that some fundamental logical concepts are of 
this nature is quite certain. But Mr. Russell apparently considers that this is 
not the case with “implication”: he regards it as equivalent to a complex, in 
the analysis of which it is not itself involved: it is, he holds, “mathematically” 
definable in terms of other logical concepts: its position among logical con-
cepts is, in short, precisely the same as that of the negative “not”. The propo-
sition to which Mr. Russell does thus regard “p implies q” as equivalent is: “p 
is true” and “q is false” are not both true. And it must be admitted that this 
assertion of equivalence is a great help to understanding what Mr. Russell 
means by “implication”. For it follows that every true proposition is implied 
by every other proposition, both true and false, and that every false proposi-
tion implies every other, both true and false. That these consequences follow 
is obvious. For, if  q is a true proposition, then “p is true” and “q is false”, will 
not both be true, whatever p may be and whether it be true or false; and if p is 
false, then “p is true” and “q is false”, will not both be true, whatever q may 
be, and whether it be true or false. And accordingly we see that Mr. Russell 
means by “implication” a relation which really does hold, as he points out, 
between the ridiculously false proposition “Socrates is a triangle”, and the 
true proposition “2 + 2 = 4”: “Socrates is a triangle” really does imply that 
2 + 2 = 4. And similarly, since any proposition is “deducible” from every true 
proposition which implies it, it follows that “2 + 2 = 4” is deducible from the 
true proposition “Socrates was a man”. 
 That these consequences, which follow from his assertion that “p implies 
q” is equivalent to “ ‘p is true’ and ‘q is false’ are not both true”, are paradoxi-
cal, Mr. Russell himself points out. But what he does not point out is that he 
himself constantly, in his most important propositions, uses both “implica-
tion” and “deduction” in a sense which is different from that which he  
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“defines” by this assertion of equivalence—in a sense in which “p implies q” 
is not equivalent to “p is true and q is false are not both true”. I will give three 
important instances of this inconsistency. () The first instance is in his use of 
this very word “equivalence”. He tells us that when he says two propositions 
are “equivalent” he means that they mutually imply one another. But from his 
definition of “implication” it follows that any two true propositions whatever 
must mutually imply one another: no pair of true propositions whatever can 
fail to be “equivalent”. Yet, when he tells us that certain true propositions are 
equivalent, he certainly means, as every one else would mean, that this mutual 
relation of theirs is one which is not shared by all true propositions. It is, in 
fact, quite certain that we ordinarily use the word “implication” in a sense in 
which it may be true that a true proposition may imply another, without being 
also implied by it: “one-sided implication” is possible even between true prop-
ositions. Mr. Russell is obliged, like every one else, to recognise that it is pos-
sible: and yet, in the sense in which he has defined “implication”, it is wholly 
impossible. () Mr. Russell maintains that certain true propositions are “in-
demonstrable”; and he uses the word “demonstration” as a synonym of “de-
duction”. But, in the sense in which he has defined “deduction”, it is obvious 
that no true proposition whatever can be “indemonstrable”. It must be “im-
plied” by every true proposition; and hence any true proposition whatever will 
suffice to demonstrate it. () When Mr. Russell tells us that mathematics can 
be “deduced from” Logic, he certainly means that it has to Logic a relation 
which by no means all true propositions have to Logic: indeed, he insists, as 
we have seen, that the propositions of Applied Mathematics can not be de-
duced from Logic; and he certainly does not mean to deny that yet they may 
be true. And conversely he certainly means that Logic has to mathematics a 
relation, which by no means every science has to it. Yet in the sense in which 
he has defined “deduction”, it is plain that every true proposition of Biology 
can be “deduced” from Logic as truly as any proposition of pure mathematics; 
and conversely that pure mathematics can be “deduced” from Anatomy or 
History as rigorously as they can from Logic. In short, if Mr. Russell really 
meant by “deduction” no more than what he says he means, his proposition, 
that pure mathematics can be deduced from Logic, would be profoundly un-
important. It would be asserting between Logic and Mathematics no other 
relation, than what obviously also holds between Logic and every other sci-
ence, and between every other science and Mathematics. 
 It is plain, therefore, that Mr. Russell himself uses the word “implication” 
in a sense in which “p implies q” is not equivalent to “ ‘p is true’ and ‘q is false’ 
are not both true”; and that this other sense is that which is involved in the 
definition of “deduction”. If he is not using the word in this other sense, then 
it is false that one true proposition may imply another, without being implied 
by it, and it is false that pure mathematics can be deduced from Logic in any 
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sense in which it cannot equally well be deduced from any other science. And 
it seems impossible to doubt that in some sense these propositions are true. It 
is impossible to doubt that there is a sense of the word “implication” in which 
it is true that some true propositions imply others, without being implied by 
them. It is impossible to doubt that there really does hold between the succes-
sive steps of a deduction some relation which does not hold between every 
true proposition and every other. There is, therefore, some relation commonly 
meant by the word “implication”, which is not equivalent to that which Mr. 
Russell “defines”: some relation such that a true proposition is not implied by 
all others, and that a false proposition does not imply all others: and of the two 
relations it is obvious that this one has by far the greater philosophical im-
portance. Of what nature this important relation is, it is indeed possible to 
doubt. It is possible that it is a relation which can be completely defined in 
terms of other concepts, logical or non-logical, among which are included the 
relation which Mr. Russell “defines”. Whether this is so or not, I cannot here 
discuss; but I myself believe that it is a simple concept, which is not equivalent 
to any complex, except complexes in the analysis of which it is itself involved. 
In any case, we must recognise that there is some relation, commonly meant 
by “implication”, which is not equivalent to that to which Mr. Russell gives 
the name; and I will in future distinguish them by calling the former “impli-
cation, in the ordinary sense”, and the latter “implication in Mr. Russell’s 
sense”. And it is certain that implication in the ordinary sense, and not merely 
in Mr. Russell’s, is involved in the definition of “deduction”: when Mr. Russell 
asserts that mathematics can be deduced from Logic, he certainly means to 
assert that the propositions of Logic imply those of mathematics in the ordi-
nary sense. There is, however, reason to doubt whether every proposition which 
is implied in this sense by a true proposition, can be correctly said to be “de-
ducible” from it: there is reason to think that something more than this is 
involved in the definition of “deduction”: but this is again a question, which 
cannot be here discussed. We are left, therefore, in doubt as to precisely what 
sense is to be attached to Mr. Russell’s proposition that pure mathematics can 
be “deduced” from Logic: we can only be sure that he does mean to assert 
between them a relation which is not equivalent to that which he says he means 
to assert. 
 But the distinction just made does enable us to throw some further light on 
the nature of mathematical propositions. The mathematical propositions, 
which Mr. Russell claims to deduce, are, we have seen, all of them universal 
hypotheticals; and the distinction which has just been discussed concerns the 
nature of particular hypotheticals. Now Mr. Russell points out that every uni-
versal hypothetical is equivalent to a whole group of particular hypotheticals. 
For instance, the proposition “If anything whatever is a man, then that thing 
is a mortal” is obviously equivalent to the combined assertion of all the 
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propositions in which it might be asserted of any particular thing, that if that 
particular thing is a man, it is also a mortal. But interpreting, as he does, all 
particular hypotheticals as merely asserting implication in his sense, it follows 
that he regards all universal hypotheticals as merely equivalent to a group of 
assertions of implication in this sense. And it is undoubtedly the case that where 
we use such a form of expression as “If anything is a man, then that thing is a 
mortal”, we do commonly mean no more than this. We mean only that, if we 
were to assert of any one particular thing both that it was a man and that it 
was not a mortal, these assertions would not both be true: that is to say, we 
mean only that all such particular propositions as “Kant was a man” imply, 
each of them, in Mr. Russell’s sense, the corresponding proposition that the 
particular subject in question was also a mortal. Accordingly Mr. Russell takes 
all mathematical and logical propositions merely to assert an universal con-
nection in this sense: according to him, they are equivalent to the assertion only 
that whatever actually has a certain property also has a certain other property: 
the only relation which they assert to hold between the logical concepts with 
which they deal, is that which we assert to hold between the non-logical con-
cepts “man” and “mortal” when we say that “If anything is a man, that thing 
is a mortal”—an assertion which is merely equivalent to the assertion “Every 
man is mortal”. But it is plain that since there is another and quite different 
relation, which may be expressed in the form of a particular hypothetical—
the relation of implication in its ordinary sense, we may also have universal hy-
potheticals which are equivalent to a whole group of assertions of implication 
in this sense. Such universal hypotheticals are, I think, frequently expressed by 
the form “If anything whatever were to have a certain property, it would also 
have another property”. We certainly recognise a distinction between such an 
assertion and the mere assertion that “If anything has a certain property, it 
also has another property”. We should, for instance, readily allow that, if all 
men are mortal, then it is true that “whatever is a man, is also a mortal”; but 
we should doubt whether we need also admit that whatever were to be a man, 
would also be a mortal”. However that may be, we certainly recognise that 
from the assertion “Whatever is a man is also a mortal” it does not follow that 
“Kant was a man” implies “Kant was a mortal”: the assertion is not equivalent 
to a group of assertions of implication in the ordinary sense: it seems obvious 
that “Kant was a man” does not imply “Kant was a mortal”, even though it 
may be true that all men are mortal. But I think it is probable that with math-
ematical propositions the case is different—that they really are equivalent to a 
group of assertions of implication in the ordinary sense. It certainly seems 
possible that the particular proposition “This is a three-sided figure” really 
does imply that the thing in question is also a triangular figure; and it seems 
also possible that what mathematics can prove, is that all such propositions, 
which assert that a particular thing is a three-sided figure, really do imply the 
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corresponding proposition that the thing in question is also a triangle—that it 
can prove not only “Whatever is trilateral is triangular”, but also “Whatever 
were to be trilateral would be triangular”. That mathematical propositions are 
more usually expressed in the former form must be admitted. But that what 
mathematics can prove is something more than this, and more than Mr. Rus-
sell claims it can prove, may nevertheless be probable. We certainly seem to 
see that the conception “2 + 2” and the conception “4” have to one another 
a relation which the conceptions “man” and “featherless biped” have not got, 
even though it be true that all men are featherless bipeds and all featherless 
bipeds men: we seem to see that whereas the connection of the two latter con-
ceptions is merely universal, the connection of the two former is also necessary. 
Part, at least, of what we mean by this distinction may perhaps be that the two 
former are connected in a manner which is really equivalent to the assertion 
of a group of implications in the ordinary sense; whereas the latter are only con-
nected in a manner which is equivalent to the assertion of a group of implica-
tions in Mr. Russell’s sense. And it seems probable that mathematics can prove 
that there holds between “2 + 2” and “4” not merely the latter, but also the 
former, connection. 
 After discussing “implication”, Mr. Russell proceeds to discuss the remain-
der of the “fundamental logical concepts” enumerated above. The greater part 
of this discussion is occupied with points bearing on the concepts which I 
indicated as belonging to group (); that is to say, it is occupied with the dis-
cussion of precisely what is involved in what we mean when we talk of “all the 
things which are such that, if any of them has or were to have a certain prop-
erty, it also has or would have a certain other property”. And in this connec-
tion Mr. Russell discusses many points of great philosophical interest, and 
brings out clearly several important conclusions; but also much of what he 
says is very obscure, and it may be doubted whether some of his conclusions 
are not mistaken. I cannot attempt here now to summarise his discussion; but 
there is one very striking point, of an exceedingly wide and important bearing, 
which should, I think, be noticed. Mr. Russell points out that there is a diffi-
culty in discovering the exact meaning of the exceedingly numerous class of 
propositions which we express by such phrases as “All men are mortal”, “If 
any man is mortal”, “I met a man”, “The man who did this”. It is plain that 
in such cases we do not generally mean merely to assert a simple relation be-
tween two predicates, as is assumed by logicians who take an intensional view: 
we do not, for instance, when we say that “All men are mortal”, merely mean 
to assert that the property meant by “humanity” has some simple relation to 
the property meant by “mortality”; we undoubtedly do mean to assert that 
the two properties are related in respect of their extension—that the whole ex-
tension of the one is a part of that of the other. But on the other hand it is 
equally plain that, when we make such a proposition, we by no means always 
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have the whole extension, about which we seem to assert something, before 
our minds. It would seem, therefore, at first sight, as if we could be cognisant 
of a proposition about a thing, without having that thing before our minds. 
And in this book Mr. Russell actually adopts this view, and even adds the 
conclusion, that the thing about which a proposition is, may not be a constit-
uent in that proposition. But this conclusion is undoubtedly wrong; and Mr. 
Russell has since suggested a much better analysis of the propositions in ques-
tion (in Mind, N.S. No. , October, ). It would, however, be impossible 
to explain intelligibly the exact nature and bearings of his new conclusions, 
without occupying a much greater space than can here be given to them. 
 It should, finally, be mentioned, before leaving Mr. Russell’s discussion of 
logical concepts, that he discovers several new antinomies—cases, that is to 
say, in which two propositions appear to be mutually contradictory, and yet, 
each of them, to be evidently true. The cases in question are, indeed, cases in 
which each of two mutually contradictory propositions appears actually to 
imply the other. That this should appear to be the case undoubtedly shews that 
some principle, which appears to be evidently true, is really false; and, until it 
can be shewn what that principle is, we cannot be sure that it is not an im-
portant one. These antinomies are, therefore, worthy of attention, and they 
are certainly very difficult to explain. Mr. Russell himself, in spite of much 
discussion, does not arrive at any satisfactory “solution”: that is to say, he does 
not succeed in shewing either that the propositions in question are not mutu-
ally contradictory, nor, if they are so, which of them is false, and why, being 
false, it appears to be true. 
 It remains, finally, to give some account of Mr. Russell’s treatment of the 
conceptions of “infinity” and “continuity”. It has been very commonly sup-
posed that these conceptions involve antinomies; that is to say, that, when any 
one asserts of space and time, for instance, that they are infinite or continuous, 
his assertion implies both that they do and that they do not possess some 
definite property, or implies, at least, that they do not possess some property, 
which it is very obvious that they do possess. Mr. Russell tries to shew that 
this is not the case: and the substance of his argument is as follows. 
 He defines with very great care certain properties which certainly do belong 
to some of the things which mathematicians would call respectively “infinite” 
and “continuous”; and which are such, that anything whatever which did pos-
sess them would be admitted to deserve to be so called. That is to say, he 
defines, in the case of each word, one or more properties, which are certainly 
equivalent to, if not identical with, one at least of the senses in which that word 
is used in Mathematics. But the properties, which he has thus defined, in-
clude, he urges, the only ones from which any plausible argument against 
infinity or continuity has ever been drawn: all such arguments assume that 
one or other of the consequences, which follow from the supposition that  
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anything has these properties, is impossible. In order, therefore, to refute these 
arguments, he need only shew that none of these consequences are really im-
possible. With this object, he first points out that they are certainly not self-
contradictory. The only possible remaining argument against them is, accord-
ingly, that they do contradict some proposition which is evidently true. And 
he admits that they do contradict propositions which appear to be evidently 
true. But he urges that this appearance is fallacious. It arises, he suggests, from 
the fact that, owing to our far greater familiarity with finite series, we are led 
to think that every property which belongs to finite series must also belong to 
every series. Certain properties, which must belong to infinite or continuous 
series, if there be such things, cannot belong to any finite series—cannot, that 
is, belong to any of the series with which we are most familiar. This fact may 
very naturally make it appear evident that no series can have the properties in 
question; but it is obviously not a good reason for holding that this is the case; 
nor does there appear to be any other reason why certain series should not 
possess properties which no finite series can possess. 
 In the case of infinity Mr. Russell first defines two properties which can 
only belong to whole numbers, that is to say, to the number of terms in a series 
or collection. These properties are strictly equivalent to one another, that is to 
say, anything which possesses the one also possesses the other; both are also 
equivalent to every sense in which a whole number can be said to be “infinite”; 
and the contradictory of each constitutes a property which is equivalent to 
every sense in which a whole number can be said to be “finite”. 
 We thus obtain four properties, two of which are equivalent to what is 
meant when a whole number is said to be “infinite”, and two to what is meant 
when a whole number is said to be “finite”; and the following statements both 
contain a definition of these properties, and express their equivalence to 
“finitude” and “infinity”, in the sense in which whole numbers can be finite 
and infinite. () A whole number is infinite, if and only if it is the number of 
terms in a collection, which contains as a mere part of itself another collection 
which has the same number of terms as the whole collection of which it is a 
mere part. It is finite if and only if it is the number of terms in a collection, 
which has not the same number of terms as any part of itself. () A whole 
number is infinite, if and only if it does not belong to the series of numbers 
starting from 1, of which each is greater by 1 than the number before it. It is 
finite, if and only if it does belong to this series. 
 Now Mr. Russell constantly speaks of these four properties as if they 
constituted the only possible definitions of the words “finite” and “infinite”, 
or at all events the only possible senses in which those words can be truly 
applied to whole numbers. But, when he uses such language, he says what is 
not strictly true, and what is, I think, liable to cause serious misunderstanding. 
In order to avoid such misunderstanding, it will, I think, be well to explain as 



 g. e. moore 
 

 

c:\users\ken\documents\type\red \rj   red.docx -- : 
 

accurately as possible the relation of these properties to other senses of the 
words “finite” and “infinite”. These other senses may be divided into three 
groups. () In the first place it is plain that not only the number of terms in a 
series or collection, but also a series or collection itself may be said to be finite 
or infinite; and, since the properties which Mr. Russell has defined can belong 
to numbers only, it is plain that the properties which belong to infinite series 
or collections must be different from them. In the case of collections one such 
property can be easily discovered: the first property of infinite number is de-
fined by reference to it. Since a whole number is infinite if and only if it is the 
number of the terms in a collection which has the same number of terms as 
one of its parts, it is plain we may say that any collection, which has the same 
number of terms as one of its parts, is itself infinite, in virtue of that fact alone. 
Since, however, this property of collections is involved in the definition of Mr. 
Russell’s first property, there is obviously no need to consider it separately; 
and it is also clear that it is strictly equivalent to properties which can be de-
fined by reference to Mr. Russell’s two properties: a collection will be finite in 
this sense if and only if the number of its terms is infinite. But in the case of 
series, there is an obvious independent definition of infinity, which is more 
important. It is undoubtedly with reference to series that the word “infinite” 
is most commonly employed; the property, which it most naturally suggests, 
is one which can only belong to them; and this property is undoubtedly the 
most easily intelligible of any which the word can suggest. In short, when we 
think of “infinity” we most commonly think of “endlessness”—we think of a 
series which has no beginning, or no end, or which has neither. And it is, in 
fact, true that every “endless” series must be admitted to be “infinite”. But 
whether “endless” is equivalent to any sense of “infinite”—whether there be 
any sense of “infinite” in which it is also true that every “infinite” series must 
be “endless”, can easily be made to appear very doubtful. It is at all events 
certain that, if a series can be “endless” at all, it can also be “infinite” in one 
very plain sense without being “endless”. For, if we can conceive a series 
which has a beginning but no end, we can also conceive that one other term 
might be added after all the terms of this endless series; and this term together 
with the endless series, would then form a new series, which must be admitted 
to be infinite, since it contains an infinite series as a part of itself, but which is 
yet not endless, since it has both a beginning and end. Such an infinite series 
is, in fact, constituted by any two terms in a compact series together with all 
the points between them: it is, for instance, constituted by all the points on 
any straight line which are between any two points on the line, together with 
those two points, or by all the rational numbers which are greater than one 
given rational number and less than another, together with the two rational 
numbers in question. The fact that there are such infinite series, which are not 
endless, shews, therefore, that we can hardly regard mere endlessness as 
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equivalent to infinity; but it also suggests a property of series which may be 
regarded as equivalent to infinity. We may, I think, say that a series is infinite, 
if and only if it either is itself endless or contains an endless series as a part of 
itself. We thus obtain, by reference to the conception of “endlessness”, the 
definition of a property, which does not involve in its definition Mr. Russell’s 
two properties and which does involve properties which are not involved in 
their definition; and which also is far more in accordance with the ordinary 
usage of the word infinity. This property is, moreover, strictly equivalent, in 
the case of series, to that of having an infinite number of terms: the number 
of terms in a series is infinite if and only if the series is either itself endless or 
contains an endless series as a part of itself. And we can also obtain a similar 
property which is equivalent to infinity, in the case of collections: a collection 
is infinite, if and only if it is either itself an endless series, or contains an end-
less series as a part of itself. We find, accordingly, that while infinity, in the 
case of series and collections, is always equivalent to properties which can be 
defined by reference to Mr. Russell’s two properties of infinite number, it has 
one sense, and that the most in accordance with ordinary usage, which in-
volves reference to properties which neither involve nor are involved in the 
definition of Mr. Russell’s two properties. But () it is plain, also, that, if what 
has been said with regard to series and collections is correct, we can obtain a 
definition of what is meant by “infinite” whole numbers, which, while equiva-
lent to Mr. Russell’s two properties, is not only different from them, but is 
effected by reference to properties which neither involve nor are involved in 
their definition. We may, in fact, say that: A whole number is infinite, if and 
only if it is the number of terms in a collection, which is either itself an endless 
series, or contains an endless series as a part of itself; and that: It is finite, if 
and only if it is the number of terms in a collection which is neither itself an 
endless series nor contains an endless series as part of itself. Finally () there 
are also, as Mr. Russell subsequently explains, several senses of “finite” and 
“infinite”, which can only be defined by reference to one or other of the mu-
tually equivalent senses, just discussed, in which whole numbers can be finite 
or infinite. We may, therefore, distinguish such senses from those hitherto dis-
cussed, as “derivative” from “primary”. But these derivative senses are of 
some importance. They include among them not only new senses, equivalent 
to the old, in which whole numbers (and hence, by reference to these, series 
and collections) can be said to be finite or infinite, but also the only senses in 
which those words could be applied to magnitudes and quantities, and to any 
numbers other than whole numbers; and they include, too, the only senses of 
finite and infinite, to which “infinitesimal” is correlative. 
 It appears, therefore, that the four properties defined by Mr. Russell are by 
no means the only senses in which the words “finite” and “infinite” can be 
used; they are not even the only senses in which these words can be applied to 
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whole numbers. But it appears also that all the other senses of the words, 
without exception, are equivalent either to these four properties themselves or 
to properties which involve some one of the four in their definition; and more-
over that all other senses of the words, with a single exception, involve in their 
definition either one of these four properties themselves or else some property 
which is involved in the definition of one of them. The single exception is the 
sense or senses of finitude and infinity, which are defined by reference to “end-
lessness”: and it may therefore be reasonably expected that, if there is any 
sense of “infinite” at all, in which impossible consequences follow from the 
supposition that anything is infinite, these consequences will follow either 
from the supposition that anything possesses the properties defined by Mr. 
Russell, or from the supposition that there is such a thing as an endless series 
or a series which, though not itself endless, contains an endless series. Any 
consequence, however, which follows from the latter supposition will also fol-
low from the supposition that any series is continuous; since, as will be seen, 
it follows from the definition of continuity, that if any series are continuous, 
there must also be series which, though not themselves endless, contain an 
endless series. It is plain, therefore, that, if Mr. Russell succeeds in shewing 
that no impossible consequences follow either from the supposition that 
things possess the properties he has defined, or from the supposition that ser-
ies may be continuous, he may fairly claim to have proved the possibility of 
infinity.—We will now, therefore, proceed to examine the consequences of 
these three suppositions. 
 And () the first of the two properties, which Mr. Russell has defined as 
equivalent to “infinity” does certainly seem to involve in itself an impossibility. 
It very naturally seems to be impossible that any collection should contain 
precisely the same number of terms as a mere part of itself. When it is said 
that one collection B is a mere part of another collection A, it is meant that A 
contains all the terms which are contained in B and contains also, in addition 
to these, some terms which B does not contain. And that, in spite of this, A 
should contain no more terms—no greater number of terms—than B con-
tains, does certainly seem at first sight to be impossible. 
 It is, Mr. Russell seems to think, only because this appears to be impossible, 
that it appears impossible, in the well-known puzzle, that Achilles should over-
take the tortoise. In this, however, I think he is mistaken: in the puzzle, as 
usually stated, the conclusion that Achilles cannot overtake the tortoise 
follows, not from the assumption that a whole cannot have the same number 
of terms as its parts, but from the assumption that something quite different 
is impossible; the puzzle, that is to say, calls attention to another apparent im-
possibility, with which I shall presently deal. What Mr. Russell really does is 
to construct a new puzzle, which does, like the old, make it appear impossible 
that Achilles should overtake the tortoise, but for a different reason: and it is 
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important to emphasize the difference between this new puzzle and the old 
one, both because it is important to consider separately all the different conse-
quences of infinity, which appear to be evidently impossible, and also because, 
in Mr. Russell’s puzzle, the proof that Achilles cannot overtake the tortoise 
depends upon certain assumptions with regard to the nature of their motion, 
which are not required by the proof in the old puzzle. The assumptions which 
Mr. Russell makes are, however, such as commend themselves to common 
sense: his proof that Achilles cannot overtake the tortoise does appear to be 
perfectly plausible: and it will, therefore, be worth while to give it; since it 
shews, that, given certain plausible assumptions with regard to the nature of 
movement, it really would be impossible for a faster body ever to overtake a 
slower one, unless a whole can have the same number of terms as its parts. The 
assumptions which Mr. Russell makes are the following: () That, during the 
whole period of their race, both Achilles and the tortoise are constantly mov-
ing in the sense that at every moment in this period each of them is in a dif-
ferent position from that in which he is at any other moment in the period; 
and () that Achilles’ path in space is continuous in the sense that, in moving 
from one position to another, he passes through all the positions which inter-
vene between the two. From the first of these assumptions it follows that the 
number of positions occupied by the tortoise during the race must be precisely 
the same as the number occupied by Achilles, since each occupies just as many 
different positions as there are moments in the period; and from the second it 
follows that, in passing from any one point which the tortoise has occupied to 
any other point which the tortoise has occupied, Achilles must occupy all the 
positions which the tortoise occupied in making the same journey. It follows, 
therefore, that, if Achilles does overtake the tortoise, he must both have occu-
pied all the positions which the tortoise has occupied, as well as others beside, 
which the tortoise has not occupied, and also must have occupied precisely the 
same number of positions, as the tortoise, and no more. It follows, that is to 
say, that if any faster and slower bodies can move in the manner which Mr. 
Russell assumes, then it must be impossible for any of the faster to overtake 
any of the slower, unless it is possible for a whole to have the same number of 
terms as its part. But that faster bodies do overtake slower ones is certain; and 
that both may nevertheless have moved in the manner supposed is commonly 
assumed: and it would appear, therefore, that it must be possible for a whole 
to have the same number of terms as one of its parts—for it to have, that is to 
say, precisely that property which, Mr. Russell tells us, every infinite collection 
must have. And that it is possible for a collection A to contain no more terms 
than B, although it contains all the terms which B contains and also others 
besides, Mr. Russell urges as follows. The supposition is, in the first place, 
certainly not self-contradictory. For to say that A contains other terms beside 
those which B contains is not the same thing as to say that it contains a greater 
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number of terms than B: to say that B is a mere part of A is quite a different 
thing from saying that it contains a smaller number of terms. We plainly mean 
something different by saying that A contains the same number of terms as B 
from what we should mean if we said that A contained precisely the same terms 
which B contained, and no others: and hence the proposition “A contains the 
same number of terms as B” does not directly contradict the proposition “A 
contains all the terms which B contains and also some other besides”. The 
appearance of contradiction arises solely from the failure to distinguish the 
relation of less to greater number with the quite distinct relation of part to 
whole. Once we have seen that to say “B is a part of A” is not the same thing 
as to say “B has a less number of terms than A”, it seems plain that the prop-
osition “B is a part of A” does not contradict the proposition “B has the same 
number of terms as A”; and once it is seen that these two propositions do not 
contradict one another, it seems impossible to find any valid reason why they 
should not both be true. To suppose them both true does not even involve the 
denial of the axiom that the whole is always greater than the part: for to sup-
pose one collection to be greater than another is again quite a different thing 
from supposing it to have a greater number of terms. And while it is impossible 
to find any reason why both should not be true, it is easy to find a good reason 
why it should seem to us that both cannot be true. For in the case of all collec-
tions which we can examine by enumerating all their terms, the part cannot 
have the same number of terms as the whole. All such collections are finite; 
and if we add any new terms to any one of them the new collection thus 
formed always has a different number of terms from that with which we 
started. It is therefore very natural that we should have come to think that this 
property must belong to all collections. 
 () The second of the two properties, defined by Mr. Russell as equivalent 
to infinity, is, it will be remembered, the property of being a whole number, 
which does not belong to the series of numbers, starting from 1, of which each 
is greater by 1 than the number before. And Mr. Russell himself appears to 
think that the supposition that any number possesses this property, either is 
or directly involves, a new supposition, which appears to be impossible. But 
that every number must belong to the series defined, can, I think, hardly ap-
pear to any one to be a matter evident in itself and needing no proof; and I 
am unable to discover what new consequence of the contrary supposition Mr. 
Russell does suppose to appear thus evidently impossible. It is, indeed, plain 
that this second property does directly involve a consequence, which appears 
impossible: it involves the consequence that there is a whole number which is 
not greater by  than any other number, and a collection, therefore, which has 
precisely the same number of terms as the collection which remains when one 
of its terms is taken away. But this consequence appears impossible for the 
reason just considered—namely, because it appears impossible that any 
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collection should have the same number of terms as one of its parts; and since 
no other apparently impossible consequence appears to be directly involved 
in this second property of infinite number, I will pass on to the consideration 
of continuity. 
 () Under the head of “continuity” Mr. Russell gives definitions of two dif-
ferent properties, the definition of the one being comparatively simple, that of 
the other much more complicated. He would, however, prefer to restrict the 
name “continuity” to the complicated property, giving to the simpler one the 
name “compactness”. These two properties are so related that every series 
which is “continuous” (in the restricted sense) is also “compact”; but it is not 
true that every “compact” series also possesses the more complicated prop-
erty. The importance of the more complicated property lies in the fact that 
certain mathematical peculiarities, which have long been recognised as be-
longing to spatial series, imply that spatial series possess this property; and 
that, by assuming spatial series to possess it, all such peculiarities can be com-
pletely explained. We may, therefore, say that space is not only “compact”, but 
also “continuous” in the restricted sense: but it should be remembered that 
this kind of “continuity”, which does belong to actual space, is defined in 
purely logical terms and may therefore belong to other series also; and, in fact, 
it does belong, not only to time, but also to certain numerical series. For our 
present purpose, however, it is unnecessary to give the very complicated defi-
nition of this property; since the assumption that any series possess it appears 
to involve no paradox beyond what are already involved in the assumption 
that any series is “compact”. I shall, therefore, confine myself to the conse-
quences of the assumption that any series is “compact”. 
 The definition of “compactness” is very easy to understand: A series is com-
pact, if and only if between any two of its terms there is another of its terms. 
The meaning of this statement seems scarcely to require any explanation; but, 
in a view of what is to follow, it will be well to define precisely what is meant 
by “between”—a definition by reference to which we can also define what is 
meant by a series. Any term b is said to be between two other terms a and c, if 
and only if a has to b, and also b has to c, some relation which is both transitive 
(i.e. such that if a has it to b, and b to c, a also has it to c) and asymmetrical 
(i.e. such that if a has it to b, b has not got it to a). For instance, when it is said 
that the length of a foot is between that of an inch and that of a yard, it is meant 
only that an inch has to a foot and a foot to a yard one and the same relation, 
namely, that an inch is less than a foot, and a foot than a yard; that an inch is 
also less than a yard; and that a foot is not less than an inch, nor a yard less 
than either a foot or an inch. A series may then be defined as any set of terms, 
which are such that, any three of the set being taken, one of the three will be 
between the other two in respect of one and the same relation. And we find, 
accordingly, that a compact series means only a set of terms, which are such 
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that, of any two of them, a and b, a has to b some transitive asymmetrical 
relation; and which are such also that, whatever terms of the set a and b may 
be, there is some other term of the set to which a has this same relation which 
it has to b, and which also has to b the relation in question. 
 Now of any such series it may be proved, in the first place, that the number 
of its terms must be infinite in the sense above discussed, i.e. that they must 
form a collection which has the same number of terms as one of its parts. The 
assumption, therefore, that any series is compact does involve the apparently 
impossible consequence that a whole can have the same number of terms as 
one of its parts. But it involves also, very directly, two other consequences, 
both of which appear to be impossible. 
 () The first of these consequences is, I think, that which is assumed to be 
impossible in the ordinary proof that Achilles cannot overtake the tortoise, 
and also in Kant’s proof that the world must have had a beginning in time: 
and its apparent impossibility can be best exhibited by considering these 
proofs. In the former it is pointed out that, by the time Achilles reaches the 
position from which the tortoise started, the tortoise will be in a new position 
in front of him, which we may call its second position; and that by the time 
Achilles reaches this second position, the tortoise will be in yet another posi-
tion, which we may call its third, and which will still be in front of that which 
Achilles has now reached, and so on ad infinitum. That this will happen, cer-
tainly appears to be very obvious; and in assuming that it will, it is not assumed 
(as it was in Mr. Russell’s puzzle) either that in passing from one of the tor-
toise’s positions to another, Achilles must occupy all the positions which the 
tortoise occupied in the same journey, nor yet that either Achilles or the tor-
toise is at every moment in a different position from that which he occupies in 
any other moment. 
 We make no assumption whatever with regard to all the positions which the 
tortoise occupies during the race, but only with regard to some of them—all 
those, namely, which have the same peculiarity as the two which were called 
above the tortoise’s second and third positions. These two positions are obvi-
ously not the second and third among all those which the tortoise occupies 
during the race: all its positions probably form a compact series: but they are 
the second and third in a certain discrete series, defined as consisting of the 
tortoise’s starting-point together with all those of its subsequent positions 
which have the same peculiarity as these two have. The peculiarity which these 
two have is that they are positions of which each was occupied by the tortoise 
either at the moment when Achilles had reached the tortoise’s starting-point 
or at a moment when he had reached one of the very two positions in question, 
but one which came before the one occupied by the tortoise at the same mo-
ment: and our assumptions are confined to the discrete series of positions, of 
which each has this same peculiarity—that it is a position occupied by the 
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tortoise either at the moment when Achilles occupied the tortoise’s starting-
point or at a moment when he occupied some previous member of the very 
series in question. And with regard to the discrete series of positions thus de-
fined we make only two assumptions. We assume first that this series does 
possess some members—that some of the positions occupied by the tortoise 
during the race do have the peculiarity above defined; and this assumption is 
obviously true: the tortoise will at least occupy the positions called above its 
second and third positions. And our second assumption is that which was ex-
pressed by the words “and so on ad infinitum”: we assume, namely, that the 
series of positions in question is endless; that is to say, that the time which 
Achilles takes to get from one of these positions to the next will always be 
sufficient to enable the tortoise to reach a new position in the same series: and 
this assumption also seems obviously true: we must indeed admit it to be true, 
unless we hold that the tortoise remains absolutely motionless at one of the po-
sitions in question during all the time which Achilles takes in moving from the 
next preceding of these positions to that one. But now, granting this to be true, 
it follows strictly that Achilles will never get to the end of a series of positions, 
of which each is behind the one occupied by the tortoise at the same moment: 
he cannot get to the end of them, because the series is endless: there is an 
endless series of positions, which he must occupy before he can overtake the 
tortoise, each of which is behind some position simultaneously occupied by 
the tortoise: and since it is thus impossible that he should ever get to the end 
of positions in which he will be behind the tortoise, it certainly seems impossible 
that he should ever get to a position in front of the tortoise—overtake it, in 
fact. This, I think, is the reason why it seems impossible that Achilles should 
overtake the tortoise; and it is, I think, for precisely the same reason that Kant 
thought it impossible that the world should have had no beginning in time. To 
suppose that it had none, is, he says, to suppose that before any given point in 
time, an endless series of states of the world has elapsed: but, he urges, to 
suppose that a series of things is endless, is to suppose that, if you take them 
one after another, you will never get to the end of them: and, therefore, he 
concludes, it is impossible that the whole of an endless series of events should 
have elapsed before a given point in time. In other words Kant supposes, just 
what we suppose when we are puzzled by Achilles and the tortoise: namely 
that, because it is impossible that the end of an endless series should ever be 
reached, it is also impossible that any point which is beyond or after all the 
points of an endless series should ever be reached, if before it is reached, all 
the points in the endless series have first to be reached. 
 What, therefore, is assumed to be evidently impossible in the above argu-
ments is that, if the end of a series cannot ever be reached, all the points of 
that series should ever be reached. No reason, however, can be given, why the 
end of a series should not be reached, if it has an end; and similarly no reason 
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can be given why all the terms of a series should not be reached, if there is 
such a thing as all the terms of the series. The above assumption therefore, 
remains plausible, only if we assume that, if a series has no end, there can be 
no such thing as all the terms of that series. Unless it is impossible that there 
should be such a thing as all the terms of a series which has no end, we must 
admit to be possible, what appears to be evidently impossible—namely that all 
the terms of a series which has no end should be reached. But that there is 
such a thing as all the terms of an endless series is one of the consequences 
which is involved in the supposition that any series is compact. For to say that 
a series is compact is, as we saw, to say that between any two of its terms there 
is a third term. If, therefore, we take any two terms a and b, there must be 
some third term, which we may call c, between them. But again there must 
also be another term between c and b; another again between this term and b; 
and so on ad infinitum. Accordingly all the terms of an endless series must 
precede any term of a compact series; and not only so, but between any two 
terms of a compact series, there must be all the terms of a series which has 
neither beginning nor end. If, therefore, there is such a thing as a compact 
series, it must be possible that there should be such a thing as all the terms of 
an endless series. And to suppose that there is such a thing is, in the first place, 
certainly not self-contradictory. For to suppose that a certain set of terms are 
all the terms of some series—are, that is to say, all the terms which possess the 
property of being related by some transitive asymmetrical relation, is obvi-
ously not the same thing as to suppose that one of them is the last in that 
series—has, that is to say, to no other term of the series the transitive asym-
metrical relation in question. And, in the second place, it is easy to see why we 
should think it impossible that any set of terms should be all the terms in a 
series, and yet none of them be the last. For in the case of any series, whose 
terms we can examine one by one, beginning at the beginning and taking them 
in order, it is impossible for us thus to examine them all, without finding a last 
term among them: it is impossible for the simple reason that to examine each 
separately takes a certain space of time, and that an endless series of such 
spaces of time is not at the command of any of us. But this is obviously no 
good reason for concluding that the same is true of every series—that all the 
terms of every series must include a last term among them: nor does there 
seem to be any other reason why we should suppose it impossible that some 
series have no last term. 
 But () the assumption that any series is “compact” also involves another 
consequence, closely connected with the last, which might also be thought to 
be obviously impossible. The last consequence, as we saw, appeared to be most 
evidently impossible in the case of series, which though not endless them-
selves, contain an endless series as a part of themselves—in cases, that is to 
say, where all the terms of some endless series are supposed to come before 
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some term of another series to which they also belong: and, as we also saw, 
this property, while it belongs to all compact series, also belongs to some 
which contain an endless discrete series as a part of themselves. It is to precisely 
the same series that there belongs another property, which it might also seem 
impossible that any series should possess: this property belongs, that is to say, 
to all compact series, and to those only among other series which, though not 
themselves endless, contain an endless discrete series as a part of themselves. 
This new property is that of including a term which though it has many terms 
before it, has none which is the next before it, or though it has many terms 
after it has none which is the next after it. In the case of compact series no term 
is either next before or next after any other: there are no consecutive terms. 
And in the case of series, which, though not themselves endless, contain an 
endless discrete series, the first term, which comes after all the terms of the 
endless series, has no term next before it, although there is some term next 
after every one of the terms which come before it. Now there is, I think, a 
natural tendency to assume that such a state of things is impossible. It does 
seem to be impossible that in any set of terms, all of which come before some 
other term, and of any two of which must come before the other, absolutely 
none should be the next before—should immediately precede—a term which 
yet all of them do precede. We naturally assume that if a set of terms forms a 
series at all, there must be some sense in which we can talk of the one which 
is next before any one of them except the first, and of the one which is next 
after any one of them except the last. And if this assumption were correct it 
would be impossible that any series should be compact or should be a discrete 
series of the kind defined above: for in any such series there must be a least 
one term of which it is true to say that, though it has terms before it, yet ab-
solutely no term is in any sense the next before it. We naturally assume that 
this is impossible. Yet, obviously, the supposition, which we thus assume to be 
impossible, is not self-contradictory. To suppose that a set of terms form a 
series is only to suppose that there is some transitive asymmetrical relation, 
such that, of any two of them, one has this relation to the other. And to sup-
pose that some one of them, A, other than the first, has no term next before it, 
is only to suppose that, though some terms have the relation in question to A, 
yet no term has it to A, without also having it to some other term, which also 
has it to A: in other words that between A and every term which precedes it 
there is some other term. But these two suppositions obviously do not contra-
dict one another: “A has predecessors” is not contradicted by “A has no 
predecessors except such as are followed by others of its predecessors.” And, 
accordingly, the supposition that a set of terms may form a series without 
being consecutive is certainly not self-contradictory; nor does there seem to be 
any other good reason for asserting that such a series is impossible. And, 
moreover, here again it is easy to discover a reason why such a series should 
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seem to be impossible. For in the case of any set of terms, whose properties we 
can discover by examining them one by one, it is impossible that they should 
form a series without being consecutive. If, for instance, we have a set of terms 
in which a given term c is preceded by the two terms a and b and by no others, 
then the supposition that a, b, c form a series is incompatible with the suppo-
sition that c has no immediate predecessor. For, in supposing that they form 
a series, we suppose that either a precedes b or b precedes a. But if a precedes 
b, a cannot follow b; and since no terms except a and b precede c, there can 
be no term which both follows b and precedes c; which is the same thing as to 
say that c is consecutive to b. And similarly if b precedes a, b cannot follow a, 
and since no terms except a and b precede c, there can be no term which both 
follows a and precedes c; which is the same thing as to say that c is consecutive 
to a. And the same result will hold good if we suppose the term c to be pre-
ceded only by three terms or by four terms, or by any merely finite number of 
terms: in any such case the supposition that c together with its predecessors 
forms a series necessitates the conclusion that one of these predecessors imme-
diately precedes c. We are therefore familiar with an immense number of cases 
in which it is impossible that a set of terms should form a series, unless each 
term either immediately precedes or immediately follows some other; this 
must be so with any set of terms, whose number is finite: and it seems natural 
enough that this fact should have led us to suppose that the same must be true 
of any set of terms whatever. 
 We have thus examined all the senses of “infinity” which were distinguished 
above as “primary”. And in none of these series, it appears, does the supposi-
tion that things are “infinite”, involve any self-contradictory consequences. It 
does, indeed, involve consequences which appear to be impossible: but there 
seems very good reason to suspect that this appearance is fallacious. Yet it 
would seem, as was said, to be only from the apparent impossibility of these 
consequences that any plausible arguments against infinity have ever been 
drawn. We may conclude, then, that such arguments are one and all fallacious: 
and, considering how many philosophical theories have been supported by the 
supposition that infinity is impossible, such a conclusion is not without im-
portance. If it were only for the extremely careful analysis, which renders such 
a conclusion possible, Mr. Russell’s book certainly deserves the attention of 
philosophers. 
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